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Introduction 

AIATSIS has compiled this bibliography on Indigenous governance as part of its 

Indigenous Governance Building: Mapping current and future research and practical 

resource needs project. It is to be read in conjunction with an AIATSIS bibliography 

on free, prior and informed consent, engagement and consultation, and other 

bibliographies relating to various aspects of Indigenous governance which have been 

included in the following pages and are also available via the project webpage. 

 
The term ‘governance’ is wide reaching and it has not been possible to cover all 

Indigenous governance related topics comprehensively. Within the context of this 

project governance is broadly defined as a cultural construct where the principles 

and standards of what constitutes ‘good’, ‘good enough’, ‘strong’, ‘legitimate’, 

‘ineffective’, ‘corrupt’ or ‘bad’ governance are informed by culturally-based values, 

traditions and ideologies; and vary significantly between different societies. There is 

no end-point goal of ‘perfect’ governance that will eventually be achieved in the 

future. Rather, governance is adaptive according to context and circumstances. This 

means it may swing between effectiveness and dysfunction. It is to be found as much 

in people’s daily self-determined practices, processes and relationships, as it is in 

visible structures and formal institutions.  

 

The concept of governance is also associated and often equated with several others; 

for example, ‘management’, ‘incorporation’, ‘administration’, ‘compliance’, ‘service 

delivery’ and ‘leadership’. But governance cannot be reduced to these terms and 

related processes. Under such a reductionist approach within Indigenous affairs, 

governance tends to be seen as a matter of Indigenous people being assigned all 

responsibility, but no power. In contrast, many Indigenous people conceive of 

governance as involving self-determination, processes of Indigenous choice, and 

having substantive power over decisions about concerns that shape their daily lives.  

 

Governance, then, is an inclusive concept — a unifying framework — that covers a 

wide range of components consisting both of formal mechanisms and structures, as 

well as how things are done: from law-making and enforcement; jurisdictional 

functions; leadership and representation; to members’ participation and voice; 

decision making, dispute resolution, institutional frameworks and constitutions; rights 

and relationships with others including governments and private sector players in the 

governance environment; and the organisation of sustained development.  

 

 

 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/research-and-guides/indigenous-governance-development-mapping-current-and-future-research-and
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/research-and-guides/indigenous-governance-development-mapping-current-and-future-research-and
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/research-and-guides/indigenous-governance-development-mapping-current-and-future-research-and
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Adaptive, multi-party, scaled and networked governance 

Bache, I & Flinders, M 2004, Multi-level governance, OUP Catalogue, Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, viewed 1 December 2014, 

<http://econpapers.repec.org/bookchap/oxpobooks/9780199259250.htm>. 

Bates, LE, Green, M, Leonard, R & Walker, I 2013, ‘The influence of forums and 

multilevel governance on the climate adaptation practices of Australian 

organizations’, Ecology and Society, vol. 18, no. 4, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art62/>. 

Berkes, F, Colding, J & Folke, C 2000, ‘Rediscovery of traditional ecological 

knowledge as adaptive management’, Ecological Applications, vol. 10, no. 5, pp. 

1251–1262, viewed 23 February 2015, 

<http://www.esajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1890/1051-

0761%282000%29010%5B1251%3AROTEKA%5D2.0.CO%3B2>. 

Bettini, Y, Brown, RR & de Haan, FJ 2015, ‘Exploring institutional adaptive capacity 

in practice: examining water governance adaptation in Australia’, Ecology and 

Society, vol. 20, no. 1, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art47/>. 

Bixler, RP 2014, ‘From community forest management to polycentric governance: 

assessing evidence from the bottom up’, Society & Natural Resources, vol. 27, no. 2, 

pp. 155–169, viewed 23 February 2015, 

<http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2013.840021>. 

Bouwen, R & Taillieu, T 2004, ‘Multi-party collaboration as social learning for 

interdependence: developing relational knowing for sustainable natural resource 

management’, Journal of Community & Applied Social Psychology, vol. 14, no. 3, pp. 

137–153, viewed 13 March 2014, 

<http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/casp.777/abstract>. 

Buizer, M, Arts, B & Kok, K 2011, ‘Governance, scale and the environment: the 

importance of recognizing knowledge claims in transdisciplinary arenas’, Ecology 

and Society, vol. 16, no. 1, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/6407/>. 

Burris, S, Drahos, P & Shearing, C 2005, Nodal Governance, SSRN Scholarly Paper, 

ID 760928, Social Science Research Network, Rochester, NY, viewed 4 February 

2015, <http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=760928>. 

Cash, DW, Adger, WN, Berkes, F, Garden, P, Lebel, L, Olsson, P, Pritchard, L & 

Young, O 2006, ‘Scale and cross-scale dynamics: governance and information in a 

http://econpapers.repec.org/bookchap/oxpobooks/9780199259250.htm
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art62/
http://www.esajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1890/1051-0761%282000%29010%5B1251%3AROTEKA%5D2.0.CO%3B2
http://www.esajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1890/1051-0761%282000%29010%5B1251%3AROTEKA%5D2.0.CO%3B2
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art47/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2013.840021
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/casp.777/abstract
http://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/6407/
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=760928
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multilevel world’, Ecology and society, vol. 11, no. 2, p. 8, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol11/iss2/art8/ES-2006-1759.pdf>. 

Cheng, AS, Gerlak, AK, Dale, L & Mattor, K 2015, ‘Examining the adaptability of 

collaborative governance associated with publicly managed ecosystems over time: 

insights from the Front Range Roundtable, Colorado, USA’, Ecology and Society, 

vol. 20, no. 1, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art35/>. 

Childs, C, York, AM, White, D, Schoon, ML & Bodner, GS 2013, ‘Navigating a murky 

adaptive co management governance network: Agua Fria Watershed, Arizona, USA’, 

Ecology and Society, vol. 18, no. 4, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art11/>. 

Crona, BI & Parker, JN 2012, ‘Learning in support of governance: theories, methods, 

and a framework to assess how bridging organizations contribute to adaptive 

resource governance’, Ecology and Society, vol. 17, no. 1, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol17/iss1/art32/>. 

Elrick-Barr, CE, Preston, BL, Thomsen, DC & Smith, TF 2014, ‘Toward a new 

conceptualization of household adaptive capacity to climate change: applying a risk 

governance lens’, Ecology and Society, vol. 19, no. 4, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss4/art12/>. 

Folke, C, Hahn, T, Olsson, P & Norberg, J 2005, ‘Adaptive governance of social-

ecological systems’, Annual Review of Environment and Resources, vol. 30, no. 1, 

pp. 441–473, viewed 23 February 2015, 

<http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.energy.30.050504.144511>. 

Kok, K & Veldkamp, T 2011, ‘Scale and governance: conceptual considerations and 

practical implications’, Ecology and Society, vol. 16, no. 2. 

Loftin, MK 2014, ‘Truths and governance for adaptive management’, Ecology and 

Society, vol. 19, no. 2, p. 21, viewed 1 April 2015, 

<http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art21/ES-2013-6353.pdf>. 

McDougall, C & Banjade, MR 2015, ‘Social capital, conflict, and adaptive 

collaborative governance: exploring the dialectic’, Ecology and Society, vol. 20, no. 1, 
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Moran, M & Elvin, R 2009, ‘Coping with complexity: adaptive governance in desert 

Australia’, GeoJournal, vol. 74, no. 5, pp. 415–428, viewed 2 April 2014, 

<http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:204003>. 

http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol11/iss2/art8/ES-2006-1759.pdf
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art35/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art11/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol17/iss1/art32/%3e.
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss4/art12/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.energy.30.050504.144511
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art21/ES-2013-6353.pdf
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art44/
http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:204003
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governance networks in the context of environmental management’, Ecology and 

Society, vol. 15, no. 4, p. 24, viewed 1 April 2015, 
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http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art74/
http://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/handle/10535/7432
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350176032000059044
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss2/art4/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art42/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss1/art21/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art71/
http://caepr.anu.edu.au/others/governance/Occasional-papers2-1190988000.php
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http://www.nailsma.org.au/sites/default/files/publications/KS%2009%2012%20Supporting%20Indigenous%20Livelihoods%20-%20Governance_0.pdf
http://www.nailsma.org.au/sites/default/files/publications/KS%2009%2012%20Supporting%20Indigenous%20Livelihoods%20-%20Governance_0.pdf
http://dare.uva.nl/en/record/390355
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol17/iss4/art12/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol18/iss4/art46/
http://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/handle/10535/7593
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol20/iss1/art11/
http://www.australiancollaboration.com.au/pdf/Reports/Maps-to-Success-Report.pdf
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http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/presentations/dent-quiggin-2014-governance-toolkit.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/presentations/dent-quiggin-2014-governance-toolkit.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation-news-ifame/
http://reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/RA-IGA-Handbook-08-FINAL-1.pdf
http://reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/RA-IGA-Handbook-08-FINAL-1.pdf
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/iga_handbook_2005.pdf
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/iga_handbook_2005.pdf
http://reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/RA-IGA-Handbook-08-FINAL-1.pdf
http://reconciliation.org.au/iga/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/RA-IGA-Handbook-08-FINAL-1.pdf
file://aiatsis.local/DFS/Research/Governance&Public%20Policy/Projects/Map%20Gaps%20in%20Gov%20research/Literature/Bibliographies/Lara/www.idms/open/bmc/comments%20and%20submissions/stronger%20comunities.doc
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